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The police force is a basic component of the society. They are entitled with the sole responsibility of maintaining law and order besides other functions in the society. The force is often involved in ethical and lawful decision making. In their course of duty, the police officers are often faced with many ethical issues that they need to deal with. The force often is divided into various departments and sections that have different roles. An example of a special unit within the police office is the canine unit which police officers use dogs to perform their duties. This article examines the functions of the police, the ethical issues they experience in their line of duty, an analysis of the canine unit in the police department and its importance to the society. 
Functions of the Police
The police are a civil force in the society that has been given the legal power to maintain public order. The population in each and every community is increasing. Equally, the crime levels and unemployment levels in the society are increasing. These two major factors affect the sanity of a community in terms of its ability to run its normal functions alongside ensuring there are peace and stability. This brings about the significance of the police and an outline of their functions is necessary. 

To begin with, the police are responsible for enforcing laws. Laws are the rules that have been set up by the legislative bodies of the society. Police officers are entitled to investigate crimes as well as apprehend the offenders in the public. This involves acquiring or collecting information of the criminals in a community and communicating these details to the relevant authorities who issue arrest warrants (Kumar, 2015).  The police then detect the ware bouts of the suspect, chase around the criminals and suspects, arrest them and bring them before a court of law to seek for justice. 

The police play an important role in ensuring that judicial sovereignty is upheld as well as their services are well executed. The police play a key role in informing magistrates, District Assistants, judges and lawyers about the public, suspects, and criminals. Moreover, it is the police who request for search and arrest warrants enabling the acquisition of pieces of evidence pertaining to certain cases. The police always take people who commit low-degree crimes like being drunk and disorderly into custody before arraigning them in court.  Therefore, they have a role in ensuring that the judiciary executes its functions. 

 In addition to that, the police are entitled to prevent the occurrence of crime in a society. Often, officers go on patrols to investigate and evaluate the progress of the community. It has been reported that these patrols have significantly prevented the growth of crime. This is because a continuous system of law and order is maintained making criminals be afraid of conducting their malicious plans for the fear of being caught by officers who are on patrol. This creates awareness in the society that the police are around thus preventing crime in the society. Besides, the police often visit places where most idlers and criminals are likely found. These places include bars and gaming houses. By visiting these places, they investigate and monitor the activities of the society thus preventing the organization of criminal activities.

Moreover, police officers play the role of responding to emergencies. This has been made easy and possible through the creation of police helplines like 911 which are available to the public and calls to these lines are not charged (Shear, 2017). In the cases of emergencies like shoot-outs, an outbreak of fire or suspicious disease, the police come to help the public in the situation. Sometimes, crowds gather due to occurrences like a common thief who has finally been caught by the public and is almost undergoing mob justice, creating a public nuisance. The police respond to such emergencies and control the crowd as people believe and know that with the presence of the police, the criminal will be arrested and justice is given.  

The police also play a role in providing support services to the community. There are various kinds of support services that the police offer. These include helping the elderly and the disabled in public places like banks and crossing roads. Besides, the police sometimes offer training to members of the public on issues like safety and emergency response in various situations. The police may sometimes engage in purchasing guns from the public to reduce their existence in the streets. All these activities aim at supporting the public. 

Analysis of the Canine Unit

The canine unit of the police force is made up of both police officers and dogs. It is also referred to as the K9 unit. The duties and responsibilities of a canine police officer are similar to those of a regular police officer though the presence of a dog to help them execute their duties makes them unique. The dogs are trained to help police officers in their routine activities like searching for explosives and drugs, finding missing people, attacking those who have been targeted by the police and finding pieces of evidence in a crime scene. 

There are specific breeds of dogs that are used in this unit. They include the Dutch Shepherd breed, German shepherd breed, Belgian Malinois and the Bloodhound breed. The German shepherd and Malinois are easily available. Thus they are commonly used. Most police dogs are male though they are not neutered so as to maintain their aggressive nature. The female dogs within the department are used for rescue purposes and locating either narcotics or explosives (Kumar, 2015). The dogs are trained as either single-purpose or dual purpose dogs. The single purpose dogs are used for offering personal protection, tracking and backing up an officer on duty.  The dual purpose dogs, on the other hand, are trained to detect either narcotics or explosives besides performing the common duties that single purpose dogs can perform. The dog cannot be trained to detect both narcotics and explosives because dogs lack the ability to communicate. 

There are specialized dogs within the canine unit and they perform unique functions. The Sentry and Attack K9s dogs specifically locate suspects or enemies and subdue them. They also provide security in restricted areas. The search and Rescue K9s, on the other hand, locate missing people or items as well as suspects. Preferably, the Bloodhound species is preferred for this duty. Lastly, the Explosive and Detective K9s are used to detect drugs or explosives besides a person who has consumed them and elicits their effects.

Just like humans, police dogs need a license before they can be recognized as fit to work operationally. Their license is renewed annually until the dogs retire often after 8 years. Upon the raising of suspicion by a police dog or an indication that it has found something, the officer has the right to search the area despite the absence of a search warrant. These dogs undergo a basic training in obedience before they are recruited into the police force. In this training, the dogs learn how to completely obey the orders and commands of the officer handling them. Through this, an officer can control the degree of force that a dog will execute in catching a suspect. They also take retirement. They are allowed to retire when the female ones become pregnant when they are raising puppies when they are either old or sick.  

There are various training and requirements that an individual needs before they can be regarded as an officer in the K9 unit. The officer has to acquire all the educational requirements and training needed by a regular police officer (Brady, Cracknell, Zulch, & Mills, 2018). The officer must then be able to apply and be recruited for a police post. After gaining an experience of approximately two years, the officer can apply for a post as a K9 officer and upon recruitment; he or she undergoes training on the job. During the training of the officer, they are taught how to control and train the dogs, safety, and tracking of the dogs when they are on duty. Moreover, they are taught how to handle the public because, with a dog, they receive more attention from the public as compared to normal officers. 

Ethical Issues in Policing
Police officers are entitled to follow a certain ethical conduct that is always provided to them. Ethical issues in policing arise when police officers do not know what the right course of action to take care; when the right thing to be done is often easy theoretically but difficult practically and when a wrong course of action appears to be very tempting. Some ethical issues include the off-duty life, profiling, acting impartially, using necessary force and upholding the law as well as personal rights. 

Even in their off-duty life, the society expects police officers to uphold a life characterized by high levels of integrity. Constantly, the public scrutinizes an officer’s public life and evaluates them to determine whether they can be trusted. This leads to the dilemma of an officer living his professional life even when they are not on duty, in order to maintain their position that is greatly dependent on public opinion (Kumar, 2015). Unlike most careers where the professional image is dropped as soon as one leaves the office, the police image is permanently carried around.  However, being that the police are human too, they desire to lead a normal life like drinking after work like all the others. This puts them in conflict with the society bringing about ethical issues. 

Profiling is the construction of a person’s character and it is common in the police department. In their daily course of action, police officers need to assess the situations they are handling before deciding on the best course of action to take. In the society, officers have been given seconds to determine their course of action in incidents. This makes them incapable of breaking down situations internally prompting them to use their conscious behavior rather than the imposed belief system which may at times be wrong, bringing about ethical issues.

The ethical concern of officers being required to act impartially arises because it is easy in the theoretical world but quite problematic in the real life. This is because acting impartially in real life is close to impossible especially when an officer is handling a small population. For example, an officer can have knowledge on the specific location of drugs in his jurisdiction. However, he lacks evidence that is acceptable before the court to pursue the case. Whereas the officer is expected to enforce the law as per the ethical code of conduct, he is equally limited by the authority to follow legal procedures in upholding the law. 

The amount of force used by police officers during their duty has brought about many societal issues. Thus, the police are held accountable for the type of force that they apply while maintaining law and order in the society but sometimes, it is unjustified to use force (Shear, 2017). Any unnecessary force often has great repercussions. This brings about the ethical issue of necessary force when officers are dealing with non-compliant individuals.  

Lastly, officers are faced with ethical concerns when they are expected to not only uphold the law but equally protect their rights. This is one of the contradicting oaths that officers take. For example, it contradicts itself in the national drug laws. In cases where an individual is caught with drugs like cocaine, they often may face imprisonment and lose their social life. However, an officer cannot compare this to the right to life and liberty and he will be violating the law if he or she does not arrest the criminal. 

Impact of Canine Unit in the Community
The presence of the canine unit of the police force has brought about both positive and negative impacts on the community. 

One major positive impact is that the canine unit has helped improve security in the community. Dogs are faster than humans. The speed at which criminals and suspects are arrested has increased and thus, they are arraigned in courts of law before they conduct further crimes. Moreover, the ability of the trained dogs to smell narcotics has helped curb the drug issue in the society. Most drug dealers are often engaged in criminal activities. Therefore when drug dealers’ are arrested with aid of these dogs, the crime rates in the society decrease. 

A second positive impact of the canine unit in the community is that it has helped in preventing the loss of lives. To begin with, the dogs in this special unit can help detect the presence of explosives in buildings and areas. By early detection of these explosives, they can be detonated. If detonation is difficult, the police can rescue people out of the building before the explosion occurs (Brady, Cracknell, Zulch, & Mills, 2018). Moreover, the dogs have helped in saving lives through detection of criminals who are about to kill people and alerting the police officers who chase away these criminals. In addition to that, police dogs have been involved in saving people from floods and collapsed buildings. This has helped decrease the number of lives lost during disasters.

As the canine police unit is also involved in performing the normal roles of the regular police officers. Therefore, this unit has helped in maintaining law and order in the society. There general existence in the society makes people fear to break the rules. Besides, their presence with the dogs makes people even more cautious than when the regular police are on patrol. This is because the society knows that escaping a police dog is harder than escaping a police officer. Therefore, this has positively impacted the society.

    Some negative impact of the existence of the canine unit includes the dogs create fear in the public. Thus, the members of the society may fear approaching police officers and communicate with them about arising issues. This may cause the occurrence of incidences that would have been prevented if regular police were present. In addition to that, police dogs may at times become haywire and cause havoc in the society (Janssen, 2017). They may run off without the officer in charge noticing. They may ruin houses and property. In some instances, they may bite people and cause illnesses. An astray police dog scares many people and there is havoc all over. Dogs are prone to contracting rabies. When they contact this disease, in the hands of ignorant officers, they become a public hazard to the health of the members of the society and other dogs. 

It is thus evident that the canine unit is very important to the society together with the entire police force. They have helped in maintaining law and order. Besides, the officers help in preventing and curbing the levels of crimes in the society. Many police officers have helped in the arrest of many dangerous criminals, saved lives during disasters and offered support services to the society. Thus, the police are a very important part of the society that should be upheld and respected. The ethical issues surrounding officers should be addressed by the society and the police to relate effectively. 
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